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condition of this place, which, if it is cultivated,
promises to furnish a great deal for the needs of
human life; and its beauty causes me to wonder thal
it has been so little sought up to the present time.
From this port where we now are, it is very conven-
ient for us to spread out to the Armouchiquois, Iro-
quois, and Montagnais, our mneighbors, which are
populous nations and till the soil as we do; this situ-
ation, I say, makes us hope something for the future.
For, if our Souriquois are few, they may become
numerous; if they are savages, it is to domesticate
and civilize them that we have come here; if they
are rude, that is no reason that we should be idle; if
they have until now profited little, it is no wonder,
for it would be too much to expect fruit from this
grafting, and to demand reason and maturity from a
child.

In conclusion, we hope in time to make them sus-
ceptible of receiving the doctrines of the faith and of
the christian and catholic religion, and later, to pen-
etrate [38] farther into the regions beyond, which they
say are more populous and better cultivated. We
base this hope upon Divine goodness and mercy,
upon the zeal and fervent charity of all good people
who earnestly desire the kingdom of God, particular-
ly upon the holy prayers of Your Reverence and of
our Reverend Fathers and very dear Brothers, to
whom we most affectionately commend ourselves.

From Port Royal, New France, this tenth day of
June, one thousand six hundred and eleven.

PiErre BIARD.



